REVIEWS

Udi Edni. The White One By Abel S.
The Stephanie Odegard Collection in Miami De-
sign District is presenting The White One Collec-
tion by Israeli artist and designer Udi Edni. Appeal-
ing to “white” as a source for simplicity and beauty,
Udi’s paintings and unusual objects are a nice ad-
dition to Miami’s diversity and colorful nature. Let
the White One Collection be an inspiration for oth-
er artists to continue adding shades to Miami.

Abel S. So, why White?

Udi Edni: That's easy. There are a lot of reasons,
White is pure, it's stunning, it looks great every-
where and it works with everything. White is clean,
it always looks fresh and it's always in fashion and
yet it’s classic, it's timeless and it is always appro-
priate.

White will accept every other color, it compliments
and integrates. It's spiritual, it's sensual, it's sexy,
it's positive, it's uplifting, it's inspiring and at the
same time, very basic and natural, simple and not
over complicated.

AS: Is there a message that you are trying to deliv-
er with ‘The White One’ collection?

UE: The White One Collection is about escape
from the daily clutter that we live in, and learning
to re-appreciate life by looking again at things that
surround us. By using white on white, you can see
how beautiful simplicity can be; and by using natu-
ral twine and framing the different objects, you see
how beautiful simple things are if you just look at
them in a different way.

AS: What are the objects that you use on the paint-
ings? Are they utilitarian or decorative? Are they
significant? What do they mean?

UE: Some of the objects are personal; for exam-
ple, the cowbell | found in a Buddhist monastery,
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Udi Edni. Blue Stone. Mixed Media, Oil On Canvas.
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or the precious stone that | kept for years to bring back mem-
ories. | use those personal items to give the painting an add-
ed value for its owner. Make it a piece of one’s life, not just a
piece of art.

Other objects are more design elements that | use to create
an atmosphere or a theme. Interior designers can fly with their
vision. For example, you can choose to decorate a new hotel
or restaurant, or a new residential building with something re-
lated to it's theme, such as a seashell or starfish if it's by the
beach and so on.

Since those paintings are ‘designed’ for this use, the possibil-
ities are endless.

AS: You mentioned earlier that you are a flame artist or visu-
al effects designer. When did you first start painting and how
do you make the connection between your paintings and the
graphic design world?

UE: | started painting while living in New York City in 1998,
when | made the first ‘White Dinner’ as a gift for a friend. | was
living in a tiny studio apartment in SOHO surrounded by count-
less art galleries and fashion stores. | guess that | just got in-
spired and went straight to oil paintings and huge canvasses.

AS: Just like that? Without any previous background?
UE: | did it totally out of passion.

| graduated Film school; and had experience with commercials
and broadcast as a Flame artist but nothing really in fine art.
(Flame is a computer software used for Visual Effects in Film
and TV). Also as a visual effects artist, | see myself first as a
designer and as such, the transition between computers to de-
signing on canvas was natural to me. | approach fine art from a
design standpoint, not like other traditional fine artists.

| try to make my paintings not only beautiful and stand out, but
also make sure they will have the potential to compliment what
people already have or will choose to put on their walls in the
future. As a designer | see it as an extremely important tool.

AS: Will we see other colors in the future?

UE: For now, | would like to continue with white, there is a
whole wide world there and so much to explore, after that, |
haven’t really thought about it yet.
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Odegard Miami

3621 NE Miami Court,
Miami Design District.
Miami, FL 33137
305.576.7166
www.thewhiteone.com

Left: Udi Edni. Starfish.

Top: Udi Edni. Fertility.
Bottom: Udi Edni. Baby Stone.




